
GMLRC Citizen Science 

Garden Lockdown Survey 

 

Survey background 

Many of you will have signed up to take part in Citizen Science surveys, recording workshops and 

bioblitzes this spring/summer and, like us, will probably be frustrated at being stuck indoors for 

most of the day whilst ironically looking at the sun shining outside. 

The restrictions imposed on our daily lives mean that over the coming weeks we are all spending a 

lot more time at home and, for those of us fortunate to have a garden or to overlook green space, 

will probably be watching the birds and other wildlife more. If you are seeing wildlife during your 

daily exercise walks, please consider submitting those records too once back at home. 

The Greater Manchester Local Record Centre team feels that with so many additional hours being 

spent observing local wildlife, now is a good time to launch a survey to capture this information 

and give us all something positive to do in the coming weeks. You don’t need to be experienced in 

wildlife recording to take part, and we are here to help with identification of unfamiliar species. 

We will provide weekly updates on the key sightings from gardens, local parks and green spaces 

across Greater Manchester, and will hopefully be able to track the arrival of spring, as migrant 

birds return from their wintering grounds in Africa, and butterflies and other insects emerge.  

  



How to take part 

We’ve setup a shared garden 

survey file here: 

gmwildlife.org.uk/garden_survey/ 

 

If you are already registered with 

gmwildlife then log in and you will 

retain full access to your records 

via the Reports page. We always 

recommend you register and log in 

to use our site to its full effect. 

 

You can submit your observations 

as an unregistered user too, but 

records do still require your name. 

You will also lose access to your 

records once you close the page. 

 

If you are a new user, we would therefore encourage you to take a minute to register on the 

website by clicking on the Login and Register buttons (top-right of the page) before adding your 

records. We have included a getting started guide with this pack to walk you through the process. 

Data protection 

We’ve allowed people to view each other’s records. That way you can see what your fellow 

recorders are observing locally as the time passes. To protect personal data grid references are 

generalised to 1km square resolution. You will also notice that recorder names and comments are 

restricted too. Don’t be alarmed if you still see your own records in full though, the survey form has 

been designed that way. Sensitive records are further generalised to 10km2.  



General survey guidelines 

The survey has been designed to be flexible, so it is really for you to decide how much time you 

spend observing the wildlife in your garden. However, we would ideally like you to carry out a 

minimum of one focused survey per week, on a day of your choice focusing on whichever species 

you are confident at identifying. The following guidelines are broken into sections covering each 

category of wildlife you are likely to see. You may find it helpful to focus on one species group at a 

time; perhaps survey for birds one clear morning, and then for insects another sunny afternoon. 

Additional records for anything new that you see outside of your survey periods can be added, to 

produce a total species list for your garden. We will analyse the records to see how many species 

in total have been recorded across GM and which gardens have the highest numbers. You can 

identify your garden’s location using a pin on the map, but you are welcome to record species 

seen from, but not actually using, your garden. These records can be distinguished from your own 

garden by changing the location name and grid reference. Adding records is intuitive, but we have 

attached a getting started guide on how to use this form, including the interactive map. 

Garden bird survey guidelines 

As we all know, spring is the time of year when birds are most active, singing to attract a mate and 

defend their territory, pairing up, nest-building and rearing young. So we would like you to not only 

count the species using your garden but also record any breeding activity so we can build a 

picture of which species breed in your area. Many of these may have gone unrecorded previously. 

The focused survey duration should be thirty minutes to one hour, although you can continue for 

longer if you wish. We would recommend starting between 07:00 and 10:30 to capture the peak 

morning activity in your garden. Please try to spend a similar amount of time each week carrying 

out your main focused survey time, so that your results are comparable. 

Maximum count: 

Submit records for the maximum number of each species seen at one time in each weekly survey.  



Breeding evidence: 

Use the breeding evidence codes (shown below) to record the breeding activity of the birds in your 

garden. So if you see a maximum of three blackbirds in your garden and one of them is singing, 

please input a separate ‘1 S – Singing male’ record too. The aim of this part of the survey is to 

identify as many confirmed breeding species as possible, but evidence of possible (e.g. bird 

singing on one date only) and probable (e.g. birds collecting nesting material) breeding is also 

valuable. The information will be used to identify both the number of species breeding in gardens, 

and totals for each species. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad-hoc observations: 

If during the week you observe higher species counts, a new species, or additional breeding 

evidence (e.g. a larger flock of starlings, or a song thrush collecting and carrying away food) then 

please submit an additional record (no need to replace the original). 

Garden insect survey guidelines 

Spring is the time that insects start waking from hibernation and begin their race against time to 

feed, mate, breed and metamorphose – often twice over! – before it starts to get chilly again. This 

is of course one reason many birds time their breeding now, to take advantage of the available 

food for their chicks. It is also a vital time for us to track how our insects are getting on, being such 

an important part of the ecosystem as pollinators, decomposers and as food themselves! 

Please adopt a similar approach to the bird surveying above, for at least thirty minutes to one 

hour, ideally when it’s warmer (ideally even sunny) from midday to late afternoon. In cooler or 

wetter times, maybe try looking under stones or logs for invertebrates that prefer the dark & damp. 

Again please just record the maximum count of each species seen at one time, each week.  



If you record any bees or butterflies visiting or near the garden, please add a comment to let us 

know what they were feeding on, and note any mating, nesting or egg-laying behaviour. You may 

have dragonflies or damselflies visiting or breeding near a pond or wet area. If you have a moth 

light trap (or make one with a bright torch & bedsheet!) or a bat detector, we’d love to see records 

of any night-time visitors too. We are interested in all invertebrate records of course – beetles, 

bugs, hoverflies, flies, spiders, woodlice, springtails, centipedes and millipedes to name a few. 

Garden mammals 

If you are fortunate to have hedgehogs visiting your garden then we would love to know, and if 

there are sufficient sightings we will be able to produce a map showing where they are found. 

However, if badgers come into your garden, this indicates that a 

sett is not too far away. Please check the Sensitive checkbox 

before submitting any badger records. This will ensure that the 

record is generalised to 10 square km for anybody else viewing the Garden Wildlife Survey. 

It may be possible to produce a report summarising the number of gardens which are used by 

badgers but any information published will ensure the locations are not identified. 

Garden plant survey guidelines 

We would welcome your records for any naturally occurring species – for example, daisies and 

dandelions growing in your lawn! However, please do not submit species you have planted in your 

garden – although it is useful to record which flowers are being used by pollinators (see above). 

  



How to submit your sightings 

We hope the record entry form is self-explanatory, especially if you’ve taken part in Citizen 

Science surveys or have used RODiS or MapMate previously. However we include a getting 

started guide for those of you that would prefer to be guided through the process, or want to be 

reassured on what goes in each field. 

Garden lockdown survey events 

Whilst it isn’t possible for us to continue with our planned programme of survey training workshops 

and wildlife walks, we would like to organise other recording activities which everyone can take 

part in on specific dates. A dawn chorus birdsong day is one idea but we welcome suggestions. 

Species in focus  

We plan to produce a series of articles to 

be published on gmwildlife.org.uk/news/ 

page, highlighting some of the species 

which use and benefit from our gardens. 

If you would like to write a short piece on 

an individual species, please get in touch.  

  



Wildlife photos and sound recordings 

Please email any photos or sound recordings (including bird songs or calls you are unable to 

identify) to info@gmwildlife.org.uk. We will publish a selection of photos on the GMLRC website. 

We are here to help  

If you have any questions about wildlife recording or would like help with identifying species you 

have seen, please get in touch. One great resource which is definitely worth listening to is our Bird 

ID by Sound Tutorial https://www.gmwildlife.org.uk/news/?item=bird_id_by_sound. Why not set 

yourself the challenge of learning one new bird song each week? Identifying birds by song and call 

is a skill, which once learnt, will add enormously to your enjoyment of walks around your local 

greenspace and in the countryside, in the future. 

The Greater Manchester Local Record Centre team are all currently working from home but we 

have access to our emails and can also be contacted on our landlines which are diverted to our 

mobiles. We are sharing the GM districts between us, so your contact depends on where you live:  

Bolton, Bury, Manchester and Trafford   

Stuart Fraser 

stuart.fraser@tameside.gov.uk 

0161 342 4007 or 07717 664798 

Oldham, Tameside and Stockport 

Paul Barrington 

paul.barrington@tameside.gov.uk 

0161 342 3123 

Rochdale, Salford, Warrington (Carbon Landscape) and Wigan 

Steve Atkins 

stephen.atkins@tameside.gov.uk 

0161 342 4121 or 07971 253 204 

 

End of information 


