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FOCM welcomed the commitment from the Secretary of State for Transport, Grant 
Shapps, on the 12th February 2020, that the HS2 Golborne Spur will be reviewed, 
and that it could be removed from plans for the High Speed North rail system.  We 
believe there are a number of reasons why this should be the case. 

 The Golborne Spur was originally intended to allow HS2 trains from London 
and Birmingham to join the West Coast Main Line at Golborne and continue to 
Glasgow.  Now that the new HS2 plans propose an enhanced junction with 
the West Coast Main Line at Crewe, the Golborne Spur has been rendered 
superfluous. 

 We are not clear about the mandate for the Golborne Spur, who is supporting 
it and what are the compelling economic benefits of using public money to 
construct it, given the very poor rate of return. 

 We understand the current estimate for the Golborne Spur is in the region of 
£3bn and that, whilst it is designed to carry 18 High Speed trains per hour in 
each direction, it will in fact only carry a maximum of 3 per hour in each 
direction.  This amounts to an estimated benefit of less than 25p for each £1 
spent, an abysmal rate of return.  In contrast, an upgrade of the West Coast 
Main Line to four tracks between Crewe and Golborne would provide up to 
five times the capacity increase, should this be considered necessary. 

 Given the pandemic has speeded up digitisation and has brought the 
importance of reliable, high capacity broadband to the forefront of our minds, 
it is clear that a post-Covid review should be undertaken as soon as possible, 
as the business case for HS2 must now be in doubt and the justification for 
this specific Golborne Spur can surely no longer be supported.  In fact, the 
Government’s Equality Duty should be invoked here as investment in high 
quality, high speed broadband will bring many more benefits and inclusivity to 
our most vulnerable citizens than HS2.   

 The Golborne Spur will bring absolutely no benefits to local people.  To use 
the service, we would have to travel to Piccadilly or the Airport, probably by 
car as there are no trams and very little other public transport available in the 
area.  There are currently no commitments to bring improvements to local 
public transport, which we would argue should be a much higher priority and 
would be a considerably lower cost than the proposed HS2 Golborne Spur. 

 There will be extensive environmental damage, not just where the rail lines 
will be, but for the surrounding area, as has been seen with the HS2 
developments so far.   

 The plan will profoundly affect the local landscape and residents will have 
their lives overturned (not in a good way).  For the village of Warburton, which 
will be split into two pieces by the line, the impact will be particularly 
devastating, not only for the community but also as a consequence of the loss 
of valuable agricultural land, an essential post-Brexit resource.  



We are keen to see the latest business case documents (including information and 
costs related to the planned bridge across the Manchester Ship Canal).  Please can 
you provide these as soon as possible.   

It is essential that projects with such a huge impact on the local community benefit 
from genuine engagement with residents, including those who share protected 
characteristics.   

In summary, we do not consider the Golborne Spur to be justifiable as it 
represents huge financial, environmental and personal costs, yet delivers 
extremely low benefits and we do not believe there is a business case in the 
post-Covid world.  Less disruptive and damaging alternatives exist and 
removing the Golborne Spur would significantly reduce the overall programme 
costs for HS2. 

 

 

 

 

  


