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Carrington Relief Road 

Walking, Cycling and Horse-riding Assessment and Review (WCHAR) 
July 2021 

 

Response to Consultation 

 
 

This document is submitted in response to an email dated 9 July 2021 from Oliver Brown of Amey 
Consulting regarding a Carrington Relief Road consultation in respect of the WCHAR arising from the 
Carrington Relief Road Preliminary Options Appraisal Report (CO00201388-AMEY-CRR-RP-0001) 
dated October 2020 (“the Report”). 

The email specifically requested information as follows: 

“I would welcome any views on the proposed route options with a particular focus on existing 
walking, cycling or horse riding facilities and how the scheme will interact with them, and what 
improvements could be made to those facilities. 

 Do you have any problems accessing and using the existing facilities? 
 Are there any missing links which would connect the existing facilities making them 

more attractive? 
 Do you feel the existing walking, cycling and horse-riding routes are adequately sign 

posted? 
 Do you have any concerns on how the new relief road could impact the existing 

facilities?” 

This response is submitted on behalf of the Peak and Northern Footpaths Society, following 
discussions involving the Friends of Carrington Moss, Carrington Parish Council, Ramblers Trafford 
Group, the British Horse Society (Greater Manchester), and includes consideration of cycling 
requirements. Some of these other bodies may also submit their own responses to the consultation. 

This response is in respect of matters relating to active travel and public access arising from the 
proposals in the Report. Nothing in this submission should be taken as indicating support for the 
principle of the proposed scheme, nor for any particular route. 

We note that public policy is placing an increasing emphasis on the need for more opportunities for 
active travel and for public access for outdoor recreation. We are convinced that this means that 
there is a need not only to preserve but also to enhance opportunities for both. 

Much of the material that we believe to be relevant to the WCHAR was included in our response to 
the Carrington Relief Road Preliminary Options Appraisal Report. Accordingly, we include a copy of 
that response as an Annex in Part 2 of this submission. 

 

We have identified a number of key priorities (in bold) in this document which we expect Trafford 
to take into consideration when progressing their plans. 

In addition, we believe that there is value in Trafford hosting a workshop to discuss WCHAR 
proposals, that involves (as a minimum) participation from the groups mentioned above, to secure 
further input from, and engagement with, community representatives. 
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Existing Walking, Cycling and Horse-Riding Facilities 

We note the acknowledgement in the Report (paragraph 2.3.6 Public Rights of Way, pages 22/23) of 
the need to consider both recognised and unrecognised rights of way. There is currently an 
extensive network of both recognised and un-recognised ways on Carrington Moss that are regularly 
used by local residents and visitors to the area. Appendix 1 is a map of walkable routes on Carrington 
Moss produced in 2019. Although the map was intended to show walking routes, most of the ways 
are also usable for both cycling and horse riding. There has been de-facto access to these ways for 
many decades, and the map was shared with the main landowner in the area (Himor) who did not 
object to the inclusion of any of the ways shown.  

Signage 

The permitting of public access to the Moss is demonstrated by the current Himor signage (see 
Appendix 2). There is currently no directional signage in the area, other than statutorily required 
signage where public rights of way leave public roads. Routes for all users are clear on the ground, 
and the lack of directional signage has not been identified as a problem. 

Access to Carrington Moss 

There are numerous access points onto the Moss, many of which start along routes with recognised 
public access (rights of way, adopted highways). Whereas there is good access from Sale West (to 
the east), Altrincham and Dunham Massey (to the south) and Partington (to the west), access from 
Carrington village is poor. The village is cut off, in part by the industrial development on the former 
Shell site, but also by the volume of traffic on Manchester Road. It is a matter of concern that 
residents in Carrington feel the need to drive to Isherwood Road to access the Moss because walking 
or cycling along Manchester Road is too dangerous or unpleasant. 

Improving access between Carrington village and the Moss is a key priority. 

Recreational Use 

Many of the users of the Moss make use of the area for exercise for themselves, their dogs or 
horses, where a network of connected ways allowing circular routes of varying lengths is extremely 
valuable. The existing ways provide a variety of scenery, including woodland, tree-lined avenues and 
expansive spaces, with extensive open landscape views. 

The retention of ways providing circular routes, open landscape views and a variety of scenery is a 
key priority. 

Off-Road Travel 

In addition to providing recreational routes on the Moss, the existing ways provide valuable and well 
used links across the Moss. These provide off-road routes avoiding local roads that are either 
extremely busy (e.g. Manchester Road) or narrow with poor sight lines (e.g. Sinderland Lane), or 
both. Details of these off-road routes are included below under Wider Connectivity. 

The retention of safe off-road routes across the Moss is a key priority. 

Wider Connectivity 

We note that the government guidance “GG 142 – Walking, cycling and horse-riding assessment and 
review” states that for large highway schemes, such as this one, the study area should typically 
extend 5km surrounding the scheme. This would extend to include the whole of the Bridgewater 
Canal within Trafford, the Mersey Valley from Sale Water Park to the Manchester Ship Canal, and 
Dunham Park. 

There is currently a requirement for both north-south and east-west connections across the Moss. 
The main such routes are shown in Appendix 3. 



3 
 

The surfaced north-south route between Flixton Road and Sinderland Lane via Isherwood Road and 
Birch Road is well used by cyclists for access between Flixton and Carrington to the north and 
Broadheath and Altrincham to the south, and by horse riders attending events across the Moss from 
their livery yards/stables. 

The Trans-Pennine Trail provides a north-south trail link across the eastern side of the Moss 
connecting to well-used local links across Trafford and also much longer links across the country. 

There is a further north-south link along Moss Road between Sale and Carrington Lane via public 
footpath Sale 41 and through to public footpath Carrington 16, which provides pedestrian access 
across the Moss. 

A particularly important east-west route follows Ashton Road between Partington and Sale. This 
route is Partington’s primary active travel route to access the rest of Trafford. This forms part of a 
cross-Trafford route heading generally north east to the Barton Swing Aqueduct in Urmston, via the 
Trans-Pennine Trail and the Bridgewater Way, with links to the Mersey Valley, and initially south 
west via the Partington Green Loop to join the Bollin Valley Way to Dunham Park, then to Hale and 
beyond. 

The more northerly east-west route across the Moss along the line of public right of way Carrington 
1 provides a clear and generally wide link between Sale and Isherwood Road and beyond. 

The maintenance and development of the ways providing links between Carrington Moss and a 
much wider area is a key priority. 

Missing Links 

The lack of a user-friendly link between Carrington Village and the Moss has been mentioned above.  

The need for an active travel link between Carrington and Partington is considered below. 

A link giving access to the south bank of the River Mersey to the north of Carrington Lane would 
make the area generally more attractive to users. Such a link would be provided by the purple route 
described under the next section, but could be provided in other ways. Furthermore, a footbridge 
over the River Mersey would open up a wider area for active travel and recreation and provide 
better circular route options. 

The opening up of access to the River Mersey in the Carrington area and the development of 
circular route options are key priorities. 

 

Off-Road Active Travel Opportunities 

Relief Road 

In our response to the Carrington Relief Road Preliminary Options Appraisal Report we suggested 
outline options for the provision of an off-road route for users on foot, cycle or horseback between 
the western end of the Carrington Spur at Banky Lane and the Isherwood Road/Flixton Road 
junction. The most suitable route will depend on the Option chosen for the proposed relief and 
other off-road routes may be possible. This provision would improve travelling conditions for non-
motorised users and could reduce the land take requirements for the proposed relief road routes.  

The off-road route options are detailed in pages 3,4 and 5 of the Annex in Part 2. For ease of 
reference the map of possible off-road routes is reproduced in Appendix 4 below. 

Access between Carrington and Partington 

The need for improving access to the Moss from Carrington village has been identified above. In 
addition, there is a need for a safe, accessible and attractive off-road route between Carrington and 
Partington to provide access to schools, shops and other services. The completion of such a route to 
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the south of the former Shell complex may be complicated by the diversity of land holdings towards 
the Partington end, but this does not prevent preparatory steps being taken towards the Carrington 
end.  

Ensuring that the design of the proposed relief road and associated works does not make the 
provision of an off-road link between Carrington and Partington impracticable or more difficult, 
and taking steps to prepare for the creation of such a link are key priorities. 

 

Effect on Existing Non-Motorised Routes 

Option A 

Option A will have little effect on the existing off-road routes on Carrington Moss (although the 
upgrading of Carrington Lane is expected to lead to increased traffic levels that could make access 
along and across the road more difficult). 

Option F 

Option F will affect a significant number of both recognised and un-recognised ways on Carrington 
Moss.  We have no objection in principle to the diversion of existing ways, where this better suits the 
needs of users. 

Our key priorities relate to the main north-south and east west routes. 

We would want to see that steps are taken to avoid the severing of the east-west route along 
Carrington 1, possibly by diverting the route to the south of the proposed relief road. However, 
appropriate crossing points would also be required to enable access from Sale West to the livery 
yards/stables north of the proposed relief road and to retain circular route options for horse-riders 
in particular. 

The line of the proposed relief road would cut across the three main north-south routes, and 
appropriate crossings should be provided. Whilst we recognise that there are costs involved in 
providing road crossings, we would not find it acceptable for the separate routes to be brought 
together to a single crossing point. The nature of the crossing points (at-grade, subway, bridge) will 
depend on the vertical alignment of the proposed relief road and estimated usage levels for all 
modes at each location, and the impact on the open landscape views must also be taken into 
account. 

The effect on other ways will depend on the exact alignment of the proposed relief road. At this 
stage we do not feel able to make specific proposals, except to say that we would expect existing 
linkages to be preserved, even if on a different line, and without any undue change in length or 
attractiveness. 

The opportunity for further discussion on these points, e.g. through a WCHAR workshop, is a key 
priority. 

 

Effect on Existing Roads 

The treatment of existing roads post-construction of the proposed relief road will depend very much 
on the option chosen. 

Option A 

Carrington Lane between Banky Lane and Flixton Road would become part of the proposed relief 
Road. 
The provision of an off-road alternative as described above would be a key priority. 
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Isherwood Road between Flixton Road and the eastern end of ‘A1’ road would become much busier. 
At present Isherwood Road provides an important access route onto Carrington Moss from 
the north for both recreational use and active travel. 
The provision of a segregated and shielded route for users on foot, cycle or horseback 
avoiding Isherwood Road would be a key priority. 

Manchester Road from Flixton Road to the western end of the ‘A1’ road would only be required for 
active travel and for local motorised access traffic.  
Measures could include traffic filtering, such as bus gates, to limit through motorised traffic 
to buses and emergency vehicles. 
Taking steps to prevent the use of Manchester Road for through motoring would be a key 
priority. 

Option F 

Carrington Lane from Banky Lane to Flixton Road would only be required for active travel and by 
local motorised access traffic. 
Measures could include traffic calming, such as bus gates, to limit through motorised traffic 
to buses and emergency vehicles. 
Taking steps to prevent the use of Carrington Lane for through motoring would be a key 
priority. 

Isherwood Road between Flixton Road and the eastern end of ‘A1’ road would be affected only 
where it crosses the proposed relief road. 
At present Isherwood Road provides an important access route onto Carrington Moss from 
the north for both recreational use and active travel. 
The provision of a safe and accessible crossing point over the proposed relief road for 
users on foot, cycle or horseback would be a key priority. 

Manchester Road between Flixton Road and the western end of the ‘A1’ road would only be 
required for active travel and for local motorised access traffic.  
Measures could include traffic filtering, such as bus gates, to limit through motorised traffic 
to buses and emergency vehicles. 
Taking steps to prevent the use of Manchester Road for through motoring would be a key 
priority. 

 
ANNEX 

See: Carrington Relief Road  WCHAR response - Part 2 - Annex - 23-Jul-21 

 
APPENDICES – See below. 

 
 

MARTIN HAMPAR 

62 Norwood Road | Stretford | Manchester | M32 8PW 

Email: hampar@outlook.com 

Peak and Northern Footpaths Society 

23 July 2021
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APPENDIX 1 Carrington Moss – Walkable Paths (June 2019) 
Walkable paths shown in brown. Walkable sections of former railway lines omitted. Paths in nature reserves and parks omitted.  
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APPENDIX 2 Carrington Moss Signage 
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APPENDIX 3 Main North-South and East-West Routes across Carrington Moss 

 

 
Black line (centre) 
Isherwood Road/Birch Road 
 
Black line (east) 
Trans-Pennine Trail 
 
Purple line 
Sale – Carrington Lane 
 
Grey Line 
Carrington 1 
 
Brown Line 
Ashton Road (Sale – Partington) 
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APPENDIX 4 Possible off-road routes 

For further details see Part 2 - ANNEX - PNFS Response to Preliminary Options Appraisal Report - 10-Mar-21 

 
<End of document> 


