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Carrington Relief Road 

Preliminary Options Appraisal Report 
CO00201388-AMEY-CRR-RP-0001 October 2020 

 

Response to the Report – Active Travel and Public Access 

 
This response to the above report is submitted on behalf of the Peak and Northern Footpaths 
Society, following discussions with Ramblers Trafford Group, the British Horse Society (Greater 
Manchester), the Friends of Carrington Moss, and representatives of the cycling community.  

The response is in respect of matters relating to active travel and public access arising from the 
proposals in the Report. Nothing in this submission should be taken as indicating support for the 
principle of the proposed scheme, nor for any particular alternative route. 

Carrington Centre 

We are concerned that the report includes no proposals in respect of the treatment of the section of 
Manchester Road running through the centre of Carrington.  

We believe that effective down-grading of this road (possibly on the lines of the de-trunked 
section of the old A556) and even closure to through vehicular traffic (except buses and 
emergency vehicles) will improve active travel opportunities to and through the village. 

Public Rights of Way 

We welcome the recognition in the report under paragraph 2.3.6 Public Rights of Way [pages 22/23] 
of the need to consider both recognised and un-recognised right of way, and to enhancing and 
improving crossing facilities where the proposed routes would otherwise sever rights of way.  

We also welcome the commitments to sustainable active travel in the report under paragraph 2.3.8 
Public Transport and Sustainable Travel [pages 24/25]. However, this section should include a 
reference to making routes for cycling compliant with Cycle Infrastructure Design (LTN 1/20) 
[https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120]. 

We are concerned that the report shows only very limited recognition of the extent to which the 
area is used for horse riding. There are over 26 livery yards/stables/riding establishments plus an 
Equine College on and around Carrington Moss. These stable over 1,000 horses within hacking 
distance of the Moss. This makes Carrington Moss an important facility for people and their horses 
in Urmston, Flixton, Sale, Dunham Massey and Warburton as well as Carrington and Partington. 

We believe that it is essential that multiple safe and convenient crossing points over the proposed 
relief road are provided for all regularly used routes to allow users in general, and horse riders in 
particular, full access to all areas of Carrington Moss.  

Walking, Cycling and Horse-Riding Assessment and Review 

We welcome the proposal in section 6 Next Steps and Summary under Public Rights of Way [page 
45] for undertaking a Walking, Cycling and Horse-Riding Assessment and Review (WCHAR), and that 
this WCHAR is likely to be extensive. 

We support the purposes of the WCHAR and understand the intention within the process includes 
collaboration, interaction and engagement with key stakeholders as part of the process. 
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We believe that the proposed scheme is a large highway scheme and would want to see the 
WCHAR cover the widest possible area. 

We believe that the Peak and Northern Footpaths Society, Ramblers Trafford Group, the British 
Horse Society (Greater Manchester), the Friends of Carrington Moss, and representatives of the 
cycling community are key stakeholders for the purposes of the WCHAR. We have extensive 
knowledge of public access and active travel matters and we are keen to support the WCAHR at 
the earliest possible stage. 

Public Rights of Way Records 

We are very concerned that the description and mapping of public rights of way in paragraph 2.3.6 
Public Rights of Way [pages 22/23] of the report show a lack of understanding of the current 
situation. In particular: 

 the report does not recognise that RUPPs (roads used as public paths) no longer exist – under 
s47 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 they have been re-classified as restricted 
byways (allowing use on foot, horseback or non-mechanical vehicles); 

 under The Borough of Trafford (Part of Footpath No. 19 Carrington) Public Path Diversion Order 
2002, made 25 February 2002 and confirmed 30 May 2002, public footpath Carrington 19 has 
been diverted from the line shown; 

 the map does not show that Dainewell Lane, which runs north from restricted byway Carrington 
23 through the Dainewell stable yard to Carrington Lane is an adopted highway and as such 
carries public access rights, as do other adopted highways along parts of Brookheys Road and 
Sinderland Road to the south of the area; these routes also need to be taken into account; 

 the map does not identify the Trans-Pennine Trail, which is a long-standing permissive bridleway 
that crosses the area. 

These issues may not significantly affect the Preliminary Options Appraisal Report itself.  
However, it is essential that the WCHAR is provided with complete and up-to-date information, 
and that the WCHAR is managed by someone with a full understanding of public rights of way and 
related highway matters. 

Design Parameters 

We note from paragraph 2.2 Design Parameters [pages 12/14] that the proposed design of the 
proposed relief road will incorporate appropriate design guidance, including that for public transport 
and for walking, cycling and horse riding  

We welcome the recognition that provision for active travel is required and also the clear intention 
to provide segregated routes for walking, cycling and driving. We are not clear what provision is 
being made for horse riding. 

Although the proposals may be in accordance with established design guidance, we are concerned 
that the proximity of the footways and cycle lanes to the main carriageway will expose non-
vehicular users to traffic fumes and noise, and those cycling, in particular, to slipstream effects 
from large vehicles passing at speed. We are also concerned that there should be appropriate 
provision for horse riding.  

To this end we would want to see consideration being given to greater segregation of vehicular 
and non-vehicular users, and include outline alternatives, described below, under Off-Road Active 
Travel. 
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Off-Road Active Travel 

We include below suggested outline options for the provision an off-road route for users on foot, 
cycle or horseback between the western end of the Carrington Spur and the Isherwood Road/Flixton 
Road junction. Other options may be possible. 

This provision would improve travelling conditions for non-vehicular users and could reduce the land 
take requirements for the proposed road routes.  

 

 

 

 
 

Off Road Alternatives (South) – for Road Route Option A 

The blue line on the map above represents a currently available off-road route to the south of 
Carrington Lane. The route follows the Trans-Pennine Trail (permissive bridleway) south from the 
Carrington Spur junction, restricted byway Carrington 1 north west then south west, restricted 
byway Carrington 23 NNW, then Dainewell Lane NW and north through Dainewell Farm, exiting 
either directly onto Carrington Lane or west along public footpath Carrington 27. (We note that 
Dainewell Lane, whilst not a definitive right of way, is an adopted highway so will have public access 
rights.) 
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Route lengths 
 Carrington Lane  (road)  2.0 Km 
 Blue route   3.0 Km (direct) 
     2.9 Km (via Carrington 27) 
 Blue/orange route (see below) 2.1 Km 

The existing off-road route could be shortened by creating new sections of bridleway shown in 
orange on the map, and labelled 1 to 3: 

 section 1 reduces the overall length by 0.5 Km to 2.4 Km 
 section 2 reduces the overall length by a further 0.2 Km to 2.2 Km 
 section 3 would probably be necessary to avoid taking the route through the Dainewell 

Farm stable yard, and would reduce the overall length by a further 0.1 Km to 2.1 Km. 

Route Widths and Land Take 

In order to provide for adequate segregation of users the off-road route should ideally be at least 6m 
wide and no less than 5m, and should include separate surfaces suitable for waking, cycling and 
horse riding and effective features to segregate different groups of users. The existing blue route 
could probably accommodate this, although public footpath Carrington 27 would need upgrading to 
a bridleway (it may already be sufficiently wide).  

Land take would be necessary for the orange sections, and in the cases of sections 1 and 2 in 
particular this may disrupt the agricultural use of the fields concerned. Section 3 could follow the 
existing field boundary so be less disruptive. It is understood that all the land affected is within 
Himor ownership. 

By taking non-vehicular users off Carrington Lane it may be possible to reduce the provision for such 
users on Carrington Lane and reduce the required land take for the proposed road, although some 
provision for local access would continue to be required. 

 

Off Road Alternatives (North) – for Road Routes Options A or F 

The combined blue/orange route described above roughly follows the proposed relief road Option F 
(except that it terminates on Carrington Lane, not on the A1 road), which rules out its use for Road 
Route Option F. 

The purple line to the north of Carrington Lane on the map above does not follow any existing rights 
of way, but provides an alternative off-road route for either Road Route Option A or Option F that 
could include potentially attractive sections of riverside. The exact line in following the course of the 
river and crossing the necks of the meanders would be a matter for further consideration. In 
particular, it is understood that there is a site of biological importance along the channel of the River 
Mersey, although it does not come particularly close to Carrington Lane. This may constrain the 
route of the off-road alternative. 

The brown line to the north of Carrington Lane is located just to the north of the existing hedge line, 
and includes a loop to avoid Ackers Cottages. The route does not follow any existing rights of way, 
but provides an alternative off-road route for either Road Route Option A or F 

Route Lengths 

 Carrington Lane  (road)  2.0 Km 
 Purple route   2.3 Km 
 Brown Route   2.1 Km 
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Route Widths and Land Take 

As above, in order to provide for adequate segregation of users the off-road route should ideally be 
at least 6m wide and no less than 5m, and should include separate surfaces suitable for waking, 
cycling and horse riding and effective features to segregate different groups of users.  

Land take would be necessary for both the purple and brown routes.  For the purple route, 
disruption of the agricultural use of the fields could be minimised by following the river bank and/or 
existing field boundaries. It is understood that only the land at the western end of the route is within 
Himor ownership; the ownership of the remaining land is unknown. 

By taking non-vehicular users off Carrington Lane and/or Road Route Option F it may be possible to 
reduce the provision for such users for Option A or Option F and reduce the required land take for 
the proposed road, although some provision for local access would continue to be required. 

 
 

MARTIN HAMPAR 

10 March 2021 

Email: hampar@outlook.com 
62 Norwood Road | Stretford| M32 8PW 

Area Officer 
Peak and Northern Footpaths Society 

 
 


