
Friends of Carrington Moss 
Consultation on the Government’s response to the 
Landscape Review 
Both the Landscapes Review and the Government’s response are focused on our National 
Parks (NPs) and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs).  Yet there are huge areas 
of England (and the UK as a whole) which have no such designated protected landscapes, 
meaning that many citizens do not have easy, or even reasonable, access to such critical 
green spaces.  The distance may be too great, the cost to travel may be unaffordable and 
the time needed to visit may not be practical in busy, burdensome lives. 
This does not mean those blank areas on the map do not have important assets that provide 
similar roles to NPs and AONBs.  They do!  Many irreplaceable habitats, for example, such 
as our peat mosses and ancient woodlands, are rich in biodiversity, provide free local access 
nature and beauty and bring significant health and wellbeing benefits to communities.   
In reviewing the existing “fragmented” system, the Government should provide leadership to 
ensure that those gaps on the map are rectified.  We would like to see a proposal that local 
landscape areas, that meet specific criteria (such as irreplaceable habitats), are identified 
and designated to achieve a reasonable level of protected landscape coverage across the 
whole country.  Given the climate emergency, particular emphasis should be placed on the 
importance of landscapes which provide mitigation eco-services, such as our peat mosses.  
Irreplaceable habitats should be given the same high status of protection in the planning 
system as is afforded to NPs and AONBs to ensure that citizens are not inequitably affected 
by the loss of important landscapes in their areas.   
There is a recognition in the report that, whilst local identity matters, there are benefits in a 
coordinated approach to create a genuinely coherent national network of critical landscapes.  
We believe that increasing coverage in the way we suggest will support: 

• the protection of our irreplaceable habitats 
• the enhancement of biodiversity 
• the reduction of health inequalities 
• the improvement of access to nature and beauty for all 
• the mitigation of climate change challenges 
• the achievement of the Government’s Net Zero aims. 

There could also be benefits to the local economy in some areas.   
Without such an approach, there is no “coherent national network of beautiful, nature-rich 
spaces that all parts of society can easily access and enjoy”! 
We totally agree that a core function of protected landscapes should be to drive nature’s 
recovery.  It is important that the natural capital value of these environments is calculated 
consistently.  The planned Natural Capital and Ecosystem Assessment is welcome and we 
hope there will be a toolkit to enable local communities to measure the natural capital value 
of the protected landscapes in their areas. 
We also welcome the proposed purpose for protected landscapes to connect people and 
places.  This is an important role and requires adequate resourcing and sufficient locations 
to connect citizens to!  Hence our suggestion above. 
Finally, our protected landscapes should be fully protected from the polluting impact of high 
volumes of traffic.  Local leadership should be mandated to provide sustainable passenger 
transport and active travel options for visitors to the sites. 
 
Should any clarification be required on any aspect of the above, please contact our Chair, 
Marj Powner by email (friendsofcarringtonmoss@gmail.com). 
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